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Art Unit: 2162 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 -18, 22 -39, 43 -60, 64 -107 are pending in this Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on October 12, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive for the following reasons. 

Applicant's main argument is that APA does not teach "an indicator". Examiner 
respectfully disagrees as argued. 

Examiner is entitled to give claim limitations their broadest reasonable 
interpretation in light of the specification. 

Interpretation of Claims-Broadest Reasonable Interpretation 
During patent examination, the pending claims must be 'given the broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification.' Applicant always has the 
opportunity to amend the claims during prosecussion and broad interpretation by the 
examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more 
broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541,550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

Applicant gave several explanations about an indicator and how APA 
distinguishes with respect to instant claims (see pages 23 - 24 of the Remarks). 
Applicant gives some limitation such as "the indicator" being separate from an 
extension, being user selectable for a single file . . . , to indicate how to display an 
extension of the file. However, Applicant failed to show whether an indicator is a 
selector or a pointer or any other user interface. If Applicant is thinking an indicator is a 
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selector, then APA on page 1 lines 10-12, teaches this selector (a user interface 
associates a type of files with an application program so that a standard user 
operation on one of the files starts the associated application program to operate 
on that file, such as a mouse click: . . - ). 

Applicant claimed in the dependent claims that an indicator is a bit, a file, an 
entry in a file, or an entry in a database. Applicant admits that the user's preference is 
found to show all extensions in operation 404, operation 406 displays a displayed name 
of the file in the user interface (if "indicator" is user interface, APA shows this in the 
admitted prior art portion and if "indicator" is a file or entry of a file as claimed in the 
dependent claims, then it also shows in the APA portion. The displayed name (an entry 
in a file) contains both the filename (a file, an entry in a file, or an entry in a database) 
and the extension. The user's preference is to show no extension, operation 408 
displays a displayed name of the file and operation 410 checks (may be an indicator, 
which checks about the file) whether the extension of the file is known to the system or 
not. 

Thus, Applicant's claim language is not clear enough as to the meaning of an 
indicator. 

For the above reasons, Examiner believed that rejection of the last Office action 
was proper. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1 , 2, 1 5 - 1 8, 22, 23, 36 - 39, 43, 44, 57 - 60, 64, 65 and 78-107 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by the Applicants Admitted Prior 
Art (hereinafter "APA"). 

With respect to claim 1 , APA discloses a method of managing file extensions in a 
digital processing system with a user interface and a plurality of files, each file having a 
name that comprises a filename and an extension (Page 1 , lines 17-19, page 2, lines 
9-15 and Figure 2), said method comprising: 

associating a file with an indicator, which is separate from an extension (page 2, 
lines 8-17; the displayed name contains both the file name and the extension ... the 
displayed name does not contain the extension) and 

which is user selectable for a single file in the plurality of files in said digital 
processing system (page 2, lines 19-23) 

without effecting other files in the plurality of files (page 3, lines 11-17) and 
which indicates how to display an extension of the file (page 2, line 15); and 

displaying a displayed name of the file in the user interface in a style 
determined by said indicator (page 2, lines 19 - 22). 
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As to claim 2, the style is such that the displayed name contains the extension of 
the file only when said indicator is for showing the extension of the file (page 2, lines 19 
-22). 

As to claim 15, exporting both the filename of the file and the extension of the file 
to a remote system when the file is transferred to the remote system (page 3, lines 4 - 
6). 

As to claim 16, exporting said indicator to the remote system when the file is 
transferred to the remote system (page 3, lines 4 - 6). 

As to claim 17, importing both the filename of the file and the extension of the file 
from a remote system when the file is transferred from the remote system (page 3, lines 
4-6). 

As to claim 18, importing said indicator from the remote system when the file is 
transferred from the remote system (page 3, lines 4 - 6). 

Claims 22, 23 and 36 - 39 are essentially the same as claims 1, 2 and 15 - 18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a machine-readable media rather than 
a method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 43, 44 and 57 - 60 are essentially the same as claims 1,2 and 15-18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a digital processing system rather than 
a method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 

Claims 64, 65 and 78 - 85 are essentially the same as claims 1, 2 and 15-18 
except that it sets forth the claimed invention as a processing system rather than a 
method and rejected for the same reasons as applied hereinabove. 
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With respect to claim 86, APA discloses a processing system comprising: 
a processor; a display device coupled to said processor, said display device displaying 
a user interface (figure 2, item 402); and 

a memory coupled to said processor, said memory storing in a file container a 
first file which has a first extension and a first filename (page 2, lines 11-13), said 
memory storing in said file container a second file which has a second filename and a 
second extension (page 3, lines 4-11), said memory storing a first indicator that is 
specific for said first file and is separate from the first extension for the first file (page 2, 
lines 8-17; the displayed name contains both the file name and the extension ... the 
displayed name does not contain the extension) and that indicates the first extension is 
displayed in the user interface in a first style using a first displayed name, said memory 
storing a second indicator (page 2, lines 8-17; the displayed name contains both the 
file name and the extension ... the displayed name does not contain the extension) that 
indicates the second extension is displayed in the user interface in a second style using 
a second displayed name, said processor detects a conflict in naming the first file and 
the second file (page 3, line 1 1 - page 4, line 6). 

With respect to claims 87 and 88, subject matter of claims 87 and 88 are rejected 
in the analysis above in claims 1 , 2 and 15-18 and these claims are rejected on that 
basis. 

Subject matter of claims 89 - 98 are rejected in the analysis above in claims 1 , 2 
and 15-18 and 86 and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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With respect to claims 99 - 107, the indicator is not a part of a name of the file 
(APA discloses on page 1 , lines 10-12 that a user interface associates a type of files 
with an application program so that a standard user operation on one of the files starts 
the associated application program to operate on that file, such as a mouse click; . . . ). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3, 24, 45 and 66 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Al Alam whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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